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Monsieur Legonve' was justified in considering so positive
an invitation, as it were, in the presence of the shade of Tal-
ma, as a formal command, binding on both sides. He set to
work, choosing "Medea" as his subject.
The subject was not a new one; but neither had his prede-
'cessors, who wrote expressly for Mademoiselle Rachel, selected
very modern themes. The " Lucrece" of M. Ponsard and the
" Virginie" of M. Latour de St. Tbars, the two tragedies of
contemporaries in which she had been most happy, were both
based on incidents borrowed from the early legends of the
Roman republic. The character of Medea was, perhaps, more
appropriate than either of the former to bring into bold relief
the peculiar qualities and style of the actress. She had, more-
over, expressed a wish that the play should be short, and that
all the interest should be concentrated in her part. The trag-
edy was accordingly in three acts only, during which the
fierce princess was almost constantly on the stage. In these
two points, at least, Mademoiselle Rachel's views were fully
carried out.
"MedeV was finished in April of that year (1852), and
Mademoiselle Rachel, who had been forthwith apprised of the
fact, promptly replied to the communication by the following
grateful and friendly letter:
"MoN cher atjteur,—I am exceedingly desirous of hear-
ing your new work. I am yet rather ailing, not having quite
recovered from an indisposition I suffered from in Belgium
last month; but having had the courage to submit to the
most absolute inaction during all this month, I am inclined to
think there is still life in me, and especially.strength enough
to .be indebted to you for new triumphs. I am at present re-
siding at Montmorency, where, if you please, I will hear the
play that is to be our next winter's success. The 8th of Sep-
tember would suit me well; the hour I leave to you, as I am
always at home. I would wish the part to be a brilliant one,
but not fatiguing, since, unfortunately, I shall not for some
months be able to play my grand repwtoire, that is,' Phedre,'
fHoraces,' 'Louise de Lignerolles,' 'Marie Stuart,' 'Andro-
* &c^ &c. That shows you I am not very strong yet.

